PILLING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF
PILLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY
14" JANUARY 2026 AT 7pm

Present:
Pilling Parish Councillors; Neil Cookson, Chairman
Graham Curwen, Vice Chairman,
Steve Phillpotts,
Alf Whiteside,
Paul McWhirter
Liz Kiersey
Elizabeth Cookson
Dave Ponton
Lisa Stanger
Julia Brewer (Clerk)

5761 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from ClIr John Savage.

5762 DECLARATION ON INTERESTS
Cllr G Curwen and CliIr P McWhirter declared their interests as members of Pilling
Village Hall Committee.

5763 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on 10t December 2025 having been
circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

5764 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Standing orders were suspended to allow public to speak.

PCSO Denise Creighton and PCSO Anna Fishpool

PCSO Creighton and Fishpool were in attendance. They reported that they had no
major issues to report within Pilling and that they would be attending the Village Hall
on Thursday 15" January.

With respect to the caravan parked in the layby on the A588, this was not a police
matter but a matter for Lancashire County Council as they owned the land.

Crime statistics for Pilling for 2025 were briefly discussed and PCSO Denise
Creighton agreed to try to look into the breakdown of the Violence and Sexual
Offences category.
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Wyre Councillor Adam Leigh

¢ Planning and Enforcement Issues:
Clir Leigh updated the Council regarding some of the local planning and enforcement
issues which were ongoing.

Concern was raised by the Parish Council regarding the lack of progress on
enforcement issues and ClIr Leigh’s attention was drawn to Crossings Cottage,
Lambs Lane, and the activities going on there and he was requested to refer this to
Planning and Enforcement.

It was also agreed that the Parish Council felt that the lack of enforcement was a
major issue within Pilling and reference was made to previous enforcement issues
(ref 19/00075/ENF) which was going back to 2019.

Resolved: ClIr Neil Cookson agreed to draft a letter with the Clerk to go to
Enforcement expressing dissatisfaction at the lack of progress with outstanding
enforcement decisions.

| Resolved: The Parish Council meeting and Standing Orders were resumed. \

5764 CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reminded the Parish Council of the following events taking place in
January:

e Mobile NHS Healthchecks: 17/01/2026

e Digital drop-In: 28/01/2026

| Resolved: The Clerk’s Report was received.

5765 PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES

e GDPR & Data Protection: Email Privacy Policy

Following recent developments in GDPR under the Data (Use and Access) Act
2025 (DUAA) and the EU’s Digital Omnibus Regulations the Email Privacy Policy
had been reviewed and updated.

| Resolved: The Parish Council accepted the updated Email Privacy Policy. |

5766 CREATE HOMES: ST WILLIAMSGATE

Clir Ponton updated the Council on the recent developments regarding Create
Homes and the St Williamsgate development. It has transpired that Create Homes
have applied to dissolve the company which would leave the company with no
obligations to complete, although it was noted that this application has been halted
following a challenge from someone within the same situation at the Longridge
development.

In the meantime the residents of St Williamsgate were noted as being increasingly
unhappy with having to pay full council tax to Wyre Council for services not currently
being delivered and were questioning what had happened regarding the section 106
monies.
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It was also noted that although residents had been critical of the parties involved,
they had been appreciative of the efforts that Clir Ponton had made on their behalf
and it was agreed that a vote of thanks be given to Clir Ponton regarding this.

Resolved: It was agreed that the Parish Council could not intervene in the dispute
over dissolution of the company but agreed with the residents regarding the lack of
action by Wyre Council and agreed ClIr Ponton would write to Wyre Council
regarding this and the section 106 monies.

It was further resolved that a vote of thanks to Cllr Ponton from the Parish Council
be recorded.

5768 LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL: RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT
PLAN

An online survey had been circulated from Lancashire County Council regarding
Improvements to Rights of Way which was completed online by the Council.

Resolved: The Parish Clerk completed the online survey regarding improvements
to Rights of Way in collaboration with the members of the Parish Council present.

5769 DEFIBRILLATOR REPLACEMENT STRATEGY

The Parish Clerk informed the meeting that it was proposed to upgrade the current
defibrillators within the village and that this would be done by obtaining one per year
until the older units had been replaced with the newer models which catered for both
adults and children.

Resolved: Parish Council accepted the replacement strategy and agreed to the
purchase of a new defibrillator within the current financial year at a cost of £995.00
plus VAT

5770 LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ONLINE REPORTING USING ‘LOVE
CLEAN STREETS’

The Parish Clerk raised the issue of the online reporting system ‘love clean streets’
and the inability to produce reports on progress with blocked drains and reporting of
potholes etc, and that these appeared to be being closed without any action being
taken.

This was regarded as just one of the issues of dissatisfaction with responses from
Lancashire County Council recently, the other being the lack of an adequate
response to the request for a site visit to assess the need for pedestrian and/or traffic
islands at the Golden Ball and on Lancaster Road, as well as the outstanding issue
regarding the footpath on Garstang Road.

It was also noted that it was disappointing that Lancashire County Council Clir
Matthew Salter was not in attendance despite being invited specifically to address
this item.
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Resolved: The Parish Council wished it to be recorded that they were not satisfied
with the response from Lancashire County Council and that they would write to
Lancashire County Council Cllr Matthew Salter expressing their dissatisfaction.

5771 CRIME STATISTICS FOR PILLING 2025

The Parish Clerk presented a breakdown of the crime statistics for the year 2025 and
attention was drawn to the highest category of offending which was Violence and
Sexual Offences. The Parish Council felt it would be useful to obtain a breakdown of
this category.

Resolved: The Parish Clerk to send the analysis to PCSO Denise Creighton to see
if she could obtain a breakdown of the figures.

5772 PAYROLL ARRANGEMENTS

An email had been received from Morecambe Town Council regarding the provision
of payroll services and the clerk presented a breakdown of the savings that could be
made against the current provider. Whilst the Parish Council appreciated the
savings that could be made they felt it was important to seek assurances from other
parties in advance of making a decision to more payroll services.

Resolved: The Parish Council requested the Clerk to obtain information from
customers of Morecambe Town Council on their experience of their payroll service
prior to bringing the proposal to a future meeting.

5773 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Application Number: 25/01045/FUL

Proposal: Proposed erection of replacement garden building for use as domestic
storage, utility room and work space ancillary to dwelling.

Location: Amerdale Lancaster Road Pilling Preston

| Resolved: The Council have no objections to the planning application.

5774 FINANCE

Income:

St. John’s Church £ 25.00 Grounds Maintenance

Pilling Village Hall £ 340.00 Monthly Loan Repayment
Payment | Inv No Date Payee Amount Reason
Type £
BACS December HMRC 844.03 | PAYE/ NI

2025
BACS 202500002264 | 31/12/2025 | Houghtons 95.00 | Diesel/Petrol
DD 30/11/2025 | Unity Trust 8.55 | Bank charges
BACS 24/12/2025 | Salaries® 4788.40 | Payroll/Pensions
DD 01/12/2026 | Easy 72.60 | Website/Admin
Websites

SO 01/12/2025 | PVH 100.00 | Rental
DD V0242470299 10/12/2025 | EE 42.94 | Mobile Phones
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Morley’s Quarterly Storage
BACS 11743 01/01/2026 | Group Ltd 150.00 | Rental
BACS Expenses 30/12/2025 | S Raby 629.45 | Van Service
Laptop
BACS Expenses 12/11/2026 | J Brewer 121.04 | Charger/Shredder
Imperative
BACS 1000304035 05/01/2026 | Training Ltd 379.20 | Defibrillator Pads
CP PVY-0680 09/01/2026 | PVH 35.00 | Community Action
Towers & Quarterly Payroll
BACS 23287 08/01/2026 | Gornall 216.00 | costs
02/01/2026 | Lloyds
DD Bank/Unity 3.00 | Credit card
Trust charges
*Including Pensions payment of £1152.01
Transfer from Redwood Business Savings A/c to Unity Trust | £10,000.00

\ Reconciled :Councillors approved the income, payments and transfer of monies.

Bank Reconciliation to 31t December 2025
See information.

Unity Trust Bank £5,633.46
Redwood Business Savings £61,881.75
Hinckley & Rugby Building Society £60,000.00

Resolved: Councillors accepted bank reconciliation and budget monitoring to 315t
December 2025.

5775 VERBAL REPORTS FOR INFORMATION

¢ Chairman’s Report
Clir N Cookson reported that that the Council had responded to concerns from
a resident raised at the previous meeting regarding flooding issues and also
been in correspondence regarding the caravan parked in the Lancashire
County Council layby on the A588.

e Over 60’s Afternoon Tea
Clir E Cookson reported that she had booked the Barn Owls for 12 June 2026
and was in the process of contacting Alan Barnes.

¢ Pilling Village Hall
Clir McWhirter reported that the Caravan Club would be in attendance again
in February.

e Wyre Area Lancashire Association of Local Councils
The Clerk confirmed she would be attending the meeting on 28/01/2026.

e Pilling in Bloom
It was agreed that Pilling would be entering the competition again in 2026 and
that it would be useful to come up with a shopping list of items that needed
replacing before the end of the financial year. Councillors were also
requested to give thought to a “‘Welcome to Pilling’ arrangement.
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It was suggested that a campaign should be undertaken to obtain more
volunteers to take part to assist the Lengthsman.

e Our Future Coast Working Group/Flooding Issues
Cllr Whiteside reported that further progress hand been made with respect to
clearing the dykes and that another Farmers Pie and Peas Evening was being
planned for February.

5760 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Planning Appeal ref:APP/Q2371/W/25/6002168: Land off Bourbles Lane,

Preesall (Application: Lancashire County Council/2023/0030)
Cllir Ponton presented a letter he had received regarding the above planning
appeal which was handed to the Clerk for response.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm.

Chairman .........c.oooeeiiiiiiiin. Date ......cccoveve..
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